How to write a good resolution- TRICKS AND TIPS

Resolution:

1. name of organ

· ends with comma


2. preamble

· sets the tone, general consideration, 

· usually starts with present participle (ex. Reiterating)

· points are not numbered (referred to as “the first preambular paragraph…” not using numbers)

· ends with comma
· starts with one of preamble terms (see it here), which have to be italicized




· recommend including reference to Charter, e.g. “Recalling Chapter 11 of the Charter of the United Nations…” (after first reference, may say just “Charter” without “of the United Nations”)

· may make references to past resolution of GA, principle organs, or other organs, e.g. it from GA- “Recalling its resolution 59/12 of 13 June 2007…” (after first reference, can just say “resolution 59/12” without date)
· refer to GA’s resolution as “its” resolution

· if resolution from other organs, mention name, e.g. “Recalling Security Council resolution 63/10 of 19 January 2006…”
· NEVER abbreviate in resolutions- can’t write ECOSOC, must write full name

· If reports of SG are mentioned, number of report not included in text- given as a footnote

· End preamble- take not of reports, e.g. “Taking note of the Secretary General’s report on…” or if you consider the report very important, include it as paragraph 1 of operative part, e.g. “Takes note of the Secretary General’s report on the progress taken on…”

3. operative part

· each paragraph begins with verb- 3rd person indicative (present tense), e.g. “Urges…”
· could be an expression or phrase (ITALICISED)- (see operative terms here)

· paragraphs are numbered (can refer to with numbers, e.g. “paragraph 2 of he draft resolution…”

· every paragraph ends with semicolon; except the last one- ends with full stop.






· end operative part- must think of the future with follow-up paragraph, e.g. “Requests the Secretary General to report to the General Assembly at its sixty-fourth session a report on the implementation of the present resolution”

· key words, often used: Declares, Requests, Decides 

· key word, less frequent: Affirms, Notes, Welcomes, Notes with satisfaction, Notes with regret, Notes with deep regret, Expresses its appreciation, Expresses its deep concern 
· Infrequent, used mainly by SC: Deplores, Condemns
· If you want another organ to do something, Requests- not in order!
· Invites- less strong- can still be declined

· Calls upon- even stronger

· Appeals- stronger still

· Urges/strongly urges- stronger

· Demands- strongest!

Form this way:

15. …
         (a) …
                  (i) …
                  (ii) …

